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In this issue: 


THEOLOGY AND THE HYMNAL 


Kenneth J. Foreman 


TEXAS NEWS LETTER 
Robert P. Douglass 


EDITORIAL 
The Church Is the Same 


THIS NATION UNDER GOD 
National Council Letter 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH 
Hans Christian Andersen 


Shown below is the Second church of 
Charleston, S. C., where Mr. Barron is 
pastor; lower left, the First church, Meri- 
dian, Miss., where he formerly minis- 
tered. Pictures of other churches were 


not available. 











Letters to the Editors 


We Answer a Call to 





the Mourners’ Bench 





To Be Consistent 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 


... to be thoroughly consistent concern- 
ing the splendid editorial, “101 Ways vs. 
One Way” (Nov. 24), with which I agree 
enthusiastically, Tue Ovurtook should 
cease offering church organizations $1.00 
for every subscription secured. The paper 
should be introduced at a net price with 
the subscriber getting the benefit of any 
commission. 

We have a hard time keeping church or- 
ganizations from going in for money-mak- 
ing schemes when our own church papers 
are offering inducements. ... 

CLAYTON C, CRAWFORD 
Richmond, Va. 


EDITORS: Mr. Crawford has put his 
finger on us and said, “Physician, heal thy- 
self.” In the same spirit, we accept the 
challenge and renounce the old-time cus- 
tom. We never liked it, accepted it because 
it had long existed, have routinely under- 
emphasized it—so,. in accordance with the 
Assembly’s deliverances on the subject, 
we are glad to stop it. We have declined to 
earry advertising which appealed to 
church organizations to join in money- 
making efforts and we should have cor- 
rected this defect of policy long ago. (Club 
rates below.) To see how church groups 
across the nation are addressing them- 
selves to the same problem, see the partial 
list of orders of reprints of the “101 Ways 
vs. One Way” item below. 


. * * 


and many 
Please send 


Thanks for this editorial 
other fine ones during 1952. 
300 copies. ... 

E. A. Dein, Synod of Texas, Austin 


50—Duncan, Okla. 100—Carolina 


100— Beach, N. C. 
Princeton, W. Va. 100— 

100— Honea Path, S.C. 
St. Stephen, S.C. 100—Street, Md. 

100—Oglethorpe 200— 


Univ., Ga. Cleveland, N.C. 
300—Lakeside, = = 100—Ekins, W. Va. 
Richmond, Va. 
50—Hillsville, Va. 100— 

50— Waynesboro, Va. 
Pewee Valley, Ky. 175—Sanford, Fla. 
100— 50—Concord, Tenn. 

on Hartsville, S.C. 100— 
Raymondville Tex Union Point, Ga. 
100—Charlotte, N.C, 150—Logan, W. Va. 
100—Morehead 150— 

City, N. C. Pensacola, Fla. 


Additional copies, 2¢ each; $1 per 100. 





OUTLOOK 


Subscription Rates 


One year, $4 (Ministers, Mis- 
sionaries, DREs, $3) 

CLUB RATES through the year: 
Five or more subscriptions (new or 
renewal) on one order, $3 each, 
cash with order. Single orders sent 
direct to the publisher cannot be 
combined with a club. 
postage $1) 


(Foreign 
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No ‘‘Money-Making”’ 
Welcomed 


To THe OUTLOOK: 

I have just received The Presbyterian 
Outlook for January 5 and I am happy to 
see on the cover page that your third ob- 
jective for 1953 is “Stimulation of sound 
and basically Christian methods of church 
finance and the elimination of money- 
making enterprises within the church.” 

The General Assembly for the last fifty- 
five years has taken its stand against such 
money-making enterprises. I do not be- 
lieve that the practice is widespread in 
our church but unfortunately there has 
been some increase in this in the past 
two or three years. 

The General Council has been working 
to overcome this practice in the church 
because it violates every sound steward- 
ship principle and actually defeats its own 
purpose within the local church. We wel- 
come your cooperation in seeking to have 
churches throughout the Assembly adopt 
a Scriptural basis of stewardship and 
church finance. 

J. G. Patron, Jr. 

The General Council, Decatur, Ga. 
eNOTE—Our observation has been and 
is that this practice is far more widespread 
in churches, women’s groups, and church- 


affiliated groups than is often realized.— 
Eds. 


For the Best Moderator 


To TuE OUTLOOK: 

Your editorial on “Nominating a Mod- 
erator” (Dec. 29) has a number of very 
helpful suggestions as to the best methods 
of procedure in the selection of a Moder- 
ator. The presbytery should have a part 
in this important decision and the precau- 
tions which you offer to the presbytery 
appeal to me as timely and sensible. It 
will be inevitable that there will be many 
“favorite son” nominations, but these will 
not be taken too seriously by other pres- 
byteries except when real qualifications 
are in evidence. I also agree with you, 
without the least hesitation, that the best 
man should be elected to the office. 

It is a matter of lesser importance that 





a man comes from a certain section of the 
Assembly or that he is engaged in a cer- 
tain type of work, but I do not agree with 
you that it should not be taken into con- 
sideration. For example, if two men seem 
to have approximately equal qualifications 
and one comes from a state or a section 
that has not been honored in the nomina- 
tion of a Moderator for a long time, I 
think it would be a definite encouragement 
and stimulus to the life of the church in 
that section to be so honored. 

The best man should be the man who 
can do the most good for all the church, 
and not the one who could make the high- 
est grades before a board of examiners. 
If administrators have held the office of 
Moderator for several years it would def- 
initely seem to be healthful for the church 
to be led by a pastor or a missionary. I 
am not asking for rotation in classifica- 
tion. I am not asking for the office of 
Moderator to be considered as an honor 
to be passed around from one part of the 
Assembly to another. But I am saying 
that the best average in leadership will 
be attained when a broad and balanced 
viewpoint is maintained in the selection of 
Moderators. (Agreed !—Ebs.) 

While we are thankful for the splendid 
leaders who have served as Moderators, let 
us develop methods and attitudes which 
will give us the best possible leadership 
in the office in the future. 

West Memphis, Ark. J. LEIGHTON Scott 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 
A four-year college for men and women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual stu- 
dent. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Christian 
men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 
R. B. PURDUM, President 











appointment. 


FIRST IN AMERICA 


Flora Macdonald College is the first church-related college in America to 
offer the facilities of a Vocational Guidance Clinic using Modern Psychological 
Techniques with a Christian Philosophy of Vocation to people outside the 
college community. This service is offered without charge to High School 
Juniors and Seniors in cooperation with the local churches. 


RODGER DECKER, Director, Vocational Guidance Clinic 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, N. C. 


Write for 








Box 38R. 





Christian emphasis @ Educational excellence @ Friendly personal attention 
Small classes @ Tests and guidance @ College, Business Administration, Preparatory 
Apartments for married students @ Korean veterans 
Second semester begins January 28, 1953 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Maxton, North Carolina 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 


of March 3, 1879. 


Telephone 2-9492. 


10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 
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Britons Called to Revival 


LONDON (RNS)—A call for a revival of religion in Great Britain by a promi- 
nent Methodist clergyman has received wide publicity here. 

William E. Sangster, past president of the Methodist Church in Great Britain, 
proposed the revival as the answer to several of England’s social problems—and to 


Communism as well. 


He spoke at the opening of the Methodist World Campaign of Advance for 1953. 
Dr. Sangster asserted that a religious revival would: 

(1) Induce the people to pay off old debts and lift the level of common morality. 
(2) Reduce sexual immorality. Dr. Sangster estimated there were 10,000 prosti- 


tutes in London alone. 
(3) Clean up the theater. 
(5) Reduce juvenile crime. 


(4) Cut the divorce rate. 
(6) Lessen the number of persons in prison. 


(7) Improve both the quality and output of work. 
(8) Restore the nation’s sense of high destiny. 


(9) Make Britain invincible in the war of ideas with a religion that would 


“dam the Red tide.” 
(10) Give happiness and peace. 


Billy Graham Tells About Korea 


Los ANGELES (RNS) — Evangelist 
Billy Graham described his recent visit to 
the Korean fighting front as the “greatest 
Christmas I have ever spent.” He stopped 
briefly here on a return flight from Hono- 
lulu. 

“Although I am happy to be back 
home, I am ready to go back to Korea 
anytime. Hundreds and hundreds of our 
soldiers gripped my hand,” he said. 

The evangelist said he found that 
Bibles have replaced pinups on the Ko- 
rean front. “In the front lines, I never 
once saw a pinup picture. But I saw 
Bibles everywhere,” he added. 

Mr. Graham said he wished he could 
take ‘““every American” to the battle 
front. He declared that they would get 
an extremely different idea of this war. 
The evangelist said he found the Com- 
munist forces in Korea “deeply en- 
trenched—their mortar fire and artillery 
fire excellent and deadly effic’ent.” 

He added that GIs in the front lines 
are grim, determined, and responsive to 
religion. 

“T was also told that many GIs in 
various bunkers hold prayer meetings and 
Bible study classes,” Mr. Graham said. 
“Their morale is surprisingly good. Thev 
get the finest food, are well clothed and 
the bunkers are well fortified and 
heated.” 

The evangelist said he fceund that 
President-elect Eisenhower’s visit to Ko- 
rea did much to boost the morale of 


soldiers and the Korean people. 

“T want to say that I don’t believe 
the American people quite appreciate 
what a shot in the arm the visit of Presi- 
dent-elect Eisenhower was to the Ko- 
reans,” he said. “His appearance gave 
these people without hope a great lift. 
He is deeply respected.” 

Mr. Graham conducted front-line serv- 
ices on Christmas Day. One of those 
who attended, he said, was Maj. John 
Eisenhower, son of the President-elect. 
The services were in “full view of the 
enemy. They could look right down on 
us,”’ he said. 

One of his biggest thrills of the trip 
was the “utter lack of racial distinctisn 
among those answering the call to 
Christ,” Mr. Graham said. Many of the 
meetings were held with Koreans and 
GI together. 

“Tt was thrilling to see a Negro GI, a 
Caucasian GI and a Korean native 
marching side by side up the aisle to com- 
mit themselves to Christ,” he said. 

“T never saw such suffering or utter 
misery as there is among the Korean 
people,” the evangelist said. “I actually 
wept my way across Korea. If it were 
not for the United Nations relief work 
thousands would be starved out of exist- 
ence. I have new respect for UNRRA.” 

Mr. Graham toured the Korean front 
for five weeks. His return was delayed 
in Honolulu by an attack of influenza 
which he contracted in Korea. 


Unique Place of 
Church College Is 
Stressed at Meeting 


Concern for Individuals 
Seen as Basic Tenet 


Los ANGELES (RNS)—Concern for 
the well-being of individuals is the con- 
tribution of an education which roots it- 
self in the Christian faith, according to 
Methodist Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy of 
the Los Angeles Area, who addressed the 
annual meeting of the Association of 
American Colleges here. 

Educators from all over the United 
States, including religious college lead- 
ers of various denominations, met to ex- 
change views and ideas on America’s 
educational future. 

“One of the great purposes of educa- 
tion is to help men believe the best about 
themselves and their society,” said Bishop 
Kennedy. 

“Like public education, church educa- 
tion believes in freedom and choice. But 
it goes one further step and proclaims 
that God gives men power to achieve faith 
and victory. Religious education believes 
that the universe is friendly.” 


Warned of Perils 


Private colleges and universities are 
facing serious financial problems and are 
not growing as fast as tax-supported in- 
stitutions, the annual meeting was told. 

President M. E. Sadler, president of 
Texas Christian University, said the 
private colleges were in danger of weak- 
ening and going under. 

He urged the maintenance of a 50-50 
ratio of students between private and 
public schools of higher education. Such 
a balance existed in 1947, said Dr. Sad- 
ler, but government-supported colleges 
now have 1,200,000 students compared 
to the private colleges’ 1,000,000. 

However, delegates at a panel meeting 
were told by President Frank H. Sparks, 
of Wabash College, that institutions of 
higher learning were getting together to 
meet the financial crisis cooperatively. 

Dr. Sparks described the formation of 
associations of private colleges on a state 
and regional basis. He said such asso- 
ciations had been formed in 25 states and 
two regions, New England and the upper 








Tennessee Valley, to solicit funds from 
industry. 

(A number of these groups have been 
formed by church-related colleges ex- 
clusively. ) 

Dr. Sparks said 350 private colleges 
already were cooperating in this way. 

Twelve state-wide groups were repre- 
sented here. They reported obtaining 500 
gifts totaling $750,000 by interviewing 
1,550 industrial concerns. 

The Wabash College head predicted 
that in five years they would receive about 
$25,000,000 annually from industry. 

Industrial support of higher education 
is in its infancy, Dr. Sparks said, “but 
it is setting a pattern of relations ... 


that is extremely important for our fu- 
ture.” 

Dr. Sadler said that in Texas compe- 
tition for funds no longer is among 
private colleges but between private and 
public institutions. 


Secularist Creed for 


Moderns Is Outlined 


Lonpon (RNS)—A lampoon on “the 
alleged faith of the alleged man in the 
street” printed in the Church Times, 
Anglo-Catholic weekly, has been given 
considerable publicity here. 

Described as ‘‘ a secularist religion for 
moderns” it sets forth a creed and ten 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions on the panel recorded here from a radio program 

are David M. Currie, director of Campus Christian Life for the Presby- 

terian Church, U. S.; Samuel D. McCammon, Fairfield church, Richmond, 
Va., and Donald G. Miller, Union Seminary in Va. 


SEVEN MORE EVIL SPIRITS 
If a man is saved and then sins 
again, do seven more evil spirits 


take hold of him? 
McCAMMON: If that is true, all of 


us are possessed of seven spirits. Chris- 
tians, although saved, still continue to 
sin. The answer to the question, then, 
would be No, but I might add that the 
inquirer evidently had reference to the 
passages in Matthew and Luke. There 
Jesus speaks of the evil spirits being 
driven out of a man, wandering about, 
coming back, possessing him again—and 
his second state is worse than his first. 
This means that we do not live in a vac- 
uum and a vacuum cannot live in us. 
To deliver a man from one set of errors 
and faults, unless he is possessed by a 
faith in God, will mean that other powers 
will possess him. I am thinking now 
of East Germany, for example, where 
even with the fall of Hitler and nation- 
alism, without the gospel coming into the 
lives of the people, would certainly fall 
prey to Communism. Ugly spirits will 
come into the life of any person unless 
there is something positive, constructive 
and good to keep them out. 


PREDESTINATION 


Does the Presbyterian Church 
teach predestination? 


CURRIE: I think you may say that it 
does. It glorifies God Almighty as the 
sovereign ruler of the world and yet the 
content that a man puts in the word pre- 
destination alters the statement that the 
Presbyterian Church does or does not 
teach it. The Presbyterian Church, in its 
effort to be true to the Scriptures, holds 
that God is in ultimate and complete 


4 


authority in the universe that he created. 
However, God has given to men a respon- 
sible will. They can use it and man is free 
in his responsibility under God. Of 
course, logically that sounds impossible 
and yet we affirm from our reading of the 
Scriptures that though it may sound log- 
ically impossible it is yet divinely true 
that the universe is God’s. He rules it 
and yet we affirm from our reading of the 
and free to make their decisions under 
God’s goodness. 


PRAYER AND HEALING 


Do you believe in faith healing 
through prayer? 


MILLER: I wish I knew what lay 
behind the question. Then I could give 
an answer that perhaps would suit the 
questioner better than I can now. I be- 
lieve in the possibility of faith healing 
through prayer, because God is a free 
agent who can work as he wills to work, 
and I think unquestionably both in Scrip- 
ture and in Christian history we have 
authentic incidents where men were heal- 
ed of physical disease through prayer. 
I think, however, that it is not the normal 
way of God’s functioning. I am pro- 
foundly sure that it is not the will of God 
that all men should be healed through 
prayer, (it would put the doctors out of 
business to say the least!) and I think 
that suffering is designed by God for 
high ends and not all people ought to get 
well either by prayer or through doctors. 
When divine healing is made one of the 
central factors of the Christian faith I 
think it is taking something that is 
peripheral and placing it in the center. 
So my answer is, I believe in the possi- 
bility of it, but not in the probability of it. 





commandments considered to be the “‘logi- 
cal inferences of the man in the street’s 
unreasoned aphorisms.” They are as fol- 
lows: 
CREED IF EUTHANASIA 
(Somtimes Called the Athenaeum Creed) 

I believe in Man, Maker of Himself and 
inventor of all Science. 

And in myself, Captain of my soul, and 
that I should not suffer anything unpleas- 
ant or painful. 

And I believe in the Spirit of Progress 
which spake by Shaw and the Fabians, 
and in a modern administrative ethical 
and social organization, in the Isolation 
of Saints, the treatment of complexes, joy 
through health, the destruction of the the 
body by cremation, and that then I have 
had it. 

PIOUS OPINIONS 
(NOT DE FIDE) 

(1) It doesn’t really matter what I be- 
lieve. 

(2) Possibly there is something some- 
where, which sometimes may be wor- 
shipped in the open air. 

(3) Daddy’s gone to be an angel. 

(4) It will all come right in the end. 

(5) There’s no place like hell. 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

The World Soul spake these words and 
said: 

(1) Thou art supreme and thou shalt 
worship nothing else. 

(2) Thou shalt make to thyself mascots, 
badges, charms, china dogs, wooly ani- 
mals, and old school ties. Thou shalt al- 
ways carry one of these lest bad luck come 
upon thee. 

(3) Thou shalt not be rude about scien- 
tists, for they will not hold him guiltless 
that makes fun of their dogmatic pro- 
nouncements. 

(4) Remember that thou keep not too 
strictly to the hours of work. Five days 
shalt thou labour, and not do too much 
of what thou hast to do. On the sixth day 
thou mayest do overtime at double rates, 
for this is the law of the trade union. The 
seventh day thou shalt stay in bed and 
read the lurid Sunday news. 

(5) Honour the Nursery School and/or 
Borstal, that thou mayest enjoy the edu- 
cational curricula which Whitehall pro- 
vides for thee. 

(6) Thou shalt be kind to animals (es- 
pecially those poor and dumb), and leave 
thy money to a cat’s home. 

(7) Thou shalt honourably release thy 
partner whenever thou committest adul- 
tery. 

(8) Thou shalt get rich quick without 
being found out. 

(9) Thou shalt not bear any witness for 
or against anything ever. 

(10) Thou shalt covet thy neighbour’s 
house (if it is bigger or smaller). Thou 
shalt covet thy neighbour's wife (if she is 


prettier), his washing-machine, his vac- 


uum cleaner, his car and his corgi, his tel- 
evision, and everything that is his. 
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The Fine Art of Hiding from God 


“Where the sun shines in the street 
There are very many feet 
Seeking God, all unaware 
That their hastening is a prayer.” 


S THIS poet right? Perhaps; and yet 

I wonder! All the stories in the Bible 
which seek to give us insight into our true 
nature seem to picture us in a position 
which is just the opposite of our fond 
imaginings. We do not see man looking 
upward with a wistful look upon his face, 
reaching out for the Divine, seeking the 
Living God. What we do see is much less 
lovely and more often true; man hiding 
from God, turning, twisting, running 
from what he already suspects God to be 
—and God behind in hot pursuit! 

This is certainly true of the first story 
of man in the Bible. First, he tried hid- 
ing under the trees of the Garden. “And 
they heard the sound of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid them- 
selves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.” ‘There 
God seeks them and finds them; but when 
he tries to bring the man into a face-to- 
face encounter, an open relationship, the 
man shrinks back, and tries to hid be- 
hind his wife. “The woman whom thou 
gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit 
of the tree, and I ate.” The woman, in 
her turn, followed the same evasive ac- 
tion: “The serpent beguilded me, and I 
ate.” 

So it has gone down through all the 
ages, and so it goes today . . . God seek- 
ing... Man running .. . throwing up 
barriers . . . making excuses . . . trying 
by any and by all means to avoid an 
honest, open, face to face encounter with 
the Living God! 

Since this is so, I have decided that I 
may have been following the wrong 
course, preaching on the assumption that 
I was offering guidance to people who 
were seeking God with their whole hearts. 
If it is hiding from God that we are bent 
on, I can be helpful in that direction, 
too! I am ready to share with you what 
I have learned from the Masters and 
from my own experience in The Fine Art 
of Hiding From God. It is an art, you 
know. There are some methods that are 
good and some that are better. If we are 
going to do this thing at all, we ought 
to do it right; hence, I am ready to offer 
you my experienced counsel. 


A Method of Doubtful Merit 


First of all, I should like to discuss 
a method of doubtful merit. It is very 
old, still widely used, but it has never 
been too effective. It is the method of 
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“geographical separation.” When God 
is about to confront you in any situation, 
you simply take to your heels, put dis- 
tance between God and yourself! 

You will recognize that this was Jo- 
nah’s method. God was confronting him 
in a particular matter, and Jonah saw 
that if he faced God it would mean the 
destruction of the secure walls of the- 
ology which he had built around him- 
self. To avoid this, he booked passage 
on a ship going in the opposite direction 
from where God wanted him to go. But 
it didn’t work. Wherever he went, he 
found that God was just as close to him. 

Modern man may laugh at Jonah’s 
crude conception of God’s presence, his 
thinking that seemed to limit that pres- 
ence to one particular place. It may be, 
however, that this modern man is not 
one whit ahead of Jonah. Why is it that 
so many people stay away from the 
church altogether? There are many rea- 
sons, I know, but do not overlook this 
one: The church gives expression to 
God’s claim on human life and destiny; 
and since these are claims which modern 
man does not wish to admit, he seeks to 
escape them by avoiding the institution 
which expresses them. This man may be 
simply indifferent toward the church, or 
openly hostile; but in both of these at- 
titudes he is saying that the claim of God 
has no validity. 

This course is not as sound as it seems. 
It is much easier to avoid the church than 
it is to escape the claim, because God is 
not limited to the church, and it is just 
a bit harder to run away from him. He 
may meet you on the outside, just when 
your position seems most secure, and con- 
front you with tremendous force. Avoid- 
ing the church may make it harder for 
God to get at you; it is one accepted 
method of hiding from God; but it isn’t 
the best way. May I now suggest some- 
thing better? 


Or, Hide in Church 


A more refined technique, which many 
have used with good success, is that of 
hiding from God in church. At first 


thought this method may seem fraught 
with danger, since the church, the Bible, 
and prayer are well-known channels of 
direct encounter with God; nevertheless, 
experience shows that all of these can 
be rendered quite safe. Indeed, it’s a very 
clever approach to the problem, when 
you think about it. You infiltrate God’s 
position, take over his principal weapons, 
and use them for your own defense! 

It’s all a matter of the right approach. 
You come on into the church, but instead 
of accepting its high claim, which is that 
all of human life must be under the Di- 
vine Will, you simply limit that claim to 
one area of life. You accept Religion as 
one more responsibility added to many 
others. You put it into a separate com- 
partment, so that it can’t get out into 
what you call “the other areas of life.” 
You can then say to the preacher: ““We 
will come to church on Sunday and we 
want you to preach the gospel for the sal- 
vation of sinners; but leave business and 
politics to us.” What you then piously 
call “the pure gospel” becomes an ab- 
straction and has nothing to do with how 
you live your life in this world. See 
how clever this method is? You can 
have the comforting assurance that you 
are “religious” and at the same time you 
have put this religion in a safe place, from 
which it cannot escape to walk about in 
your home or your place of business to 
challenge your daily conduct. 

In a somewhat similar way you can 
render the Bible relatively harmless. The 
Bible has been, and still is, a channel 
for direct communication with the Liv- 
ing God; but it is not necessarily that. 
It depends upon how you approach it; 
and, for our purpose, the trick is to read 
it with some other interest than that of 
giving God a chance to speak directly 
to you. One suggestion here is to use 
the Bible as an arsenal of proof texts. 
You know already what you believe... 
and of course you are right . . . but it is 
better to have “scriptural authority”; so 
you hunt up the texts that seem to sup- 
port your position, whether it is slavery 

. segregation . . . or vengeance! 

Another way to read the Bible and 

evade the God who makes demands is to 
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take it as a sort of “time chart.” Does 
not the Bible contain prophecy? Yes, it 
does; so you undertake to discover how 
these prophecies apply to the international 
situation, find out what Russia is going 
to do. 

But what was I going to say about 
prayer? Surely prayer is dangerous busi- 
ness for one who is seeking to evade God! 
Well, that depends. The Pharisees were 
great ones for praying; they were always 
praying, in public and in private; yet 
they seemed to be remarkably well-in- 
sulated from God. ‘The trick here is to 
get you a set formula, run through it 
often, with neither your heart nor your 
head in it. This is much better than not 
praying, for if you didn’t pray at all your 
conscience might bother you. In this 
way, you have a nice sense of “having 
done your duty” and at the same time 
you haven’t really exposed yourself at all. 

I must warn you here, however, that 
these methods are attended by certain 
dangers. After all, we are dealing with 
a seeking God; and even those who are 
veterans in evasion sometimes make mis- 
takes. 

Since all of these methods are rather 
dangerous, I cannot press them on you 
who may be amateurs. There is, how- 
ever, one other method which is more 
promising and, on the whole, much safer. 


Get a Substitute 


The best method, judging by the evi- 
dence of long experience in such matters, 
seems to be: Get a substitute for God! 
Put something else in his place that will 
give the assurance of God without being 
so demanding. 

The Hebrews learned to use this 
method, and while their technique may 
have been crude, it was fundamentally 
sound. When they first began to make 
idols, it was not because they didn’t know 
any better; rather, it was because they 
did know something of the real nature 
of God, and they were simply not com- 
fortable with him. This Moses and his 
Jehovah, with his Ten Commandments, 
forever demanding something and re- 
stricting their desires—enough of that. 
So, they made a golden calf and, bowing 
down before it, cried out: “These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up 
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out of the land of Egypt.” Very nice; 
and very safe! Here was the assurance 
of a God-Protector, and this golden image 
would never make any demand on them. 
Saul added the first refinement to this 
basic technique, as he used worship itself 
as a substitute for obedience (1 Samuel 
15). Amos tells us that Saul’s method 
was still being practiced hundreds of 
years later. All during the week the 
people were scheming, cheating, stealing, 
selling a poor man for a pair of shoes; 
and on the Sabbath were coming into the 
House of God, offering gifts, saying 
prayers, chanting psalms, and saying to 
themselves, “Now we are delivered.” 
Well, Amos insisted that they were not 
delivered by substituting the ritual of 
worship for holy living; just as Samuel 
bothered Saul not a little by insisting that 
sacrifice is no substitute for obedience. 
We may as well recognize that these 
prophets can be very troublesome, if we 
let them. The best advice seems to be, 
just ignore them! They are probably 
“cranks.” It is easy to see that they 
were not socially adjusted. Pay no at- 
tention to them; go on and sin during 
the week, then come to church on Sunday 
an offer God your presence, your little 
worship; and be delivered to go out and 
sin some more. This may seem difficult 
at first, but many, by reason of long 
practice, carry it off with never a qualm. 


There Are Other Ways 


Time fails me to discuss in detail the 
many and interesting variations on this 
basic theme of “getting a substitute for 
God.” I shall merely mention two, but 
you can work out others for yourself. Both 
of these are classic. 

First, substitute faith in a faultless 
creed for faith in the Living Christ. The 
“safety factor” in this method is almost 
one hundred per cent. You always know 
where you stand with a creed, for by ra- 
tionalization you can water-down its 
requirements, but you never know how 
far Christ himself might go if you are 
dealing directly with him. 

Second, offer God a part as a substitute 
for the whole! You can write your own 
ticket in following this method. Like 
the Pharisee: ‘God, I thank Thee that 
I am not as other men. . . I don’t steal, 
kill, or commit adultery. . . . I tithe and 
attend church . . . and therefore I have 
satisfied your claim on my life.” 

If you say this long enough, it seems 
that you can really believe it—and have 
peace! 


A Word of Caution 

These, my friends, are some of the best 
methods I know for evading God; but I 
must say again that I cannot offer any 
of them without some reservations. The 
difficulty is that we are dealing with a 
seeking God, and while some of his meth- 
ods are well chartered, he is not altogether 





predictable. Because this is true, there is 
always the possibility that your experi- 
ence will take the wrong turn, in spite 
of the best techniques. 

Indeed, I must confess in giving you 
this advice that there seems to be a kind 
of futility over it all! It may work very 
well in this life; but what if Paul is 
right when he says: “It is appointed 
once to every man to die. . . and after 
that... THE JUDGMENT!”? 

I fear now that this sermon is not 
turning out quite as I had expected. I 
started out to make things easier for 
you, and here I am making everything 
more difficult. I am sorry to have worked 
myself into such a corner; but here we 
are, and if Paul is right, that changes 
everything. If, as he and others who 
wrote Scripture insist, no matter how we 
twist and turn, someday, somewhere, 
somehow, we must all stand before the 
Living God and give an account of our- 
selves, then all of this “good advice” is 
utterly useless. Since this is so, would 
it not be better for us to meet God now, 
openly and honestly, and face to face? 
And should we not begin by trying to 
understand just why we all have this 
tendency to hide from God? 


Why Should We Hide? 


Sometimes we desire to hide from God 
because the knowledge of our sins gives 
us a sense of shame, even as Adam, who 
said: “I heard the sound of thee in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.” In truth, we 
are naked in the sense that we are not 
clothed in that righteousness which God 
desires; but we are wrong to try to hide 
from God for that reason. We may well 
shrink back in fear and shame from that 
self-knowledge which destroys our illu- 
sions, our little excuses, our petty ration- 
alizations, were it not for the fact that 
God never gives us this self-knowledge 
apart from that true knowledge of his 
saving, forgiving love, in Jesus Christ, 
our Lord! 

Sometimes we hide from God because 
of fear; a fear that is not so much a fear 
of punishment as it is a fear of what 
Jesus Christ would do in us and with us, 
as he speaks of our “being born anew 
. . . being crucified . . . losing ourselves 
for his sake.” What says your heart to 
that ? 

The answer to this basic fear is faith, 
—faith in the integrity of Jesus Christ, 
who promises us that this is the surrender 
which leads to victory; that when at last 
we lay our lives at his feet, we find them 
again, in glorious fulfillment. 

Have you ever found the faith to make 
that initial surrender, or, are you still 
seeking to evade the God whom, at the 
last, you must face? 

1By Mary Carolyn Davies, “Quotable 


Poems,” copyright by Willett, Clark & Co. 
of Chicago. 
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National Council’s letter to the Christian people of America 


This Nation Under God 


(Continued from last week) 


iil. 

The American tradition recognizes in 
a multiplicity of ways that this nation 
exists and functions under God. The 
recognition of God which is written into 
the form and spirit of the American Re- 
public constitutes an affirmation of faith 
in a Supreme Being who is the Creator 
and Father, the Ruler and the Judge of 
man. He is the ground and sanction of 
human rights. The American state, far 
from being indifferent or hostile to re- 
ligion, has always recognized the indis- 
pensable service which it renders to man- 
kind. In our country, religion and gov- 
ernment have not been like contiguous 
squares, but rather like circles which in- 
tersect at two points. These points have 
been the reverent awareness of God, on 
the one hand and the recognition of ab- 
solute moral values on the other. 

Inasmuch, therefore, as this nation 
was intended to be a religious nation, we 
should use all legitimate means to pre- 
vent it from becoming a secular state in 
the current sense of the term. A typical 
secular state, by rejecting the reality and 
authority of God and the relevance of re- 
ligion to life, depreciates religion and 
exalts irreligion. Furthermore, secularism 
can take on the character of a positive 
religion, as it has done in certain modern 
states, whether of the communist or fas- 
cist type. When this happens, a state 
tends to assume divine prerogatives and 
commits satanic crimes. 

Although faith in God is the presup- 
position of our American tradition, we 
must never allow our government to be 
controlled by any particular religious or- 
ganization. That any church should be 
given preferential status or be granted 
a unique distinction or receive special 
privileges in the national life or in in- 
ternational relations, would be a viola- 
tion of our basic principles and contrary 
to the best interests of religion and gov- 
ernment, and disturbing to the peace of 
our society. 


No Discrimination for Any 


All Christian churches, however, have 
a prophetic role to play within the na- 
tional life. It is their duty so to sensitize 
the conscience of the nation and of all 
classes and institutions within it that no 
group of citizens shall arrogate to itself 
rights and privileges which it denies to 
others. A particular concern of our 
churches is the violation of human rights 





Adopted by the National Council of 
Churches at its recent meeting in Denver, 
this letter was prepared by a committee 
headed by John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton Seminary. 
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in the United States. No person should 
suffer any form of disability or discrim- 
ination because of race or creed, national 
origin or social status, but all alike 
should be free to share to the fullest de- 
gree in the common life. 

It is equally part of the responsibility 
of churches, through their public witness 
and the legitimate influence of their 
members, to secure rectitude in the ad- 
ministration of public affairs. Because 
enlightened principles and personal in- 
tegrity are so important in all servants 
of government, it is the role of prophetic 
religion to inspire men and women of 
faith to enter the service of the state. It 
is imperative that persons of religious 
faith and of first-rate capacity should be 
encouraged and prepared to accept the 
responsibilities of public office, even at 
a sacrifice to themselves. Only so, through 
the insights and power of true religion, 
can the words “‘politics” and “politicians” 
be invested once more with their former 
noble associations. 


Religion and Education 

Another area of concern is the relation 
of religion to education. Our culture is 
in danger of becoming pagan. To pre- 
vent this, religion must be placed at the 
heart of higher education. Our church- 
related colleges must be much more than 
formally Christian. Some of them we 
must recapture from an almost complete 
secularism. Christians should encourage 
the movement in many American univer- 
sities toward the return of religion, es- 
specially the study of the Jewish-Chris- 
tian heritage, to its rightful place in the 
curriculum. Moreover, Christian insti- 
tutions, and Christian teachers in all in- 
stitutions, should be challenged to make 
their contribution toward the formulation 
of a Christian philosophy of life. 

The crucial problem concerning religion 
in education emerges in relation to the 
public schools. We believe in our public 
school system. It is unfair to say that 
where religion is not taught in a public 
school, that school is secular or godless. 
The moral and cultural atmosphere in a 
school and the attitude, the viewpoints, 
and the character of the teachers, can be 
religious, and exert a religious influence, 
without religion being necessarily taught 
as a subject. 

(Continued next week) 
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EDITORIAL 





Fire and Friends 


Many of our friends have been more 
than kind in the recent loss suffered by 
this paper when fire broke out in the 
building where our offices are located. We 
are grateful to them for the kindness 
which expressed itself in many ways. 

Most of the damage was caused by 
smoke and water with little of the fire 
spreading to our quarters. After a few 
weeks in an adjoining building we hope 
to be relocated at our former address and 
in better circumstances. Meanwhile our 
mailing address should continue to be 
1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, 
Va. 


The N. C. Study 


Our brief news item last week gave 
only the bare facts about the significant 
award made by the Ford Foundation for 
a study of the Synod of North Carolina’s 
educational institutions. The significance 
of this award and the possibilities of such 
a study may not be readily recognized by 
the casual reader. We think it is of tre- 


8 


mendous importance—not to the North 
Carolina colleges and the synod only but 
to our entire church and all our colleges. 
We think such an opportunity has not 
come to any like group of colleges before 

-in any church—and all of us will want 
to see the fullest advantage taken of this 
generous grant. 

It is true that we have had various 
studies made of single institutions and of 
groups of them—even a comprehensive 
study of all our colleges in fairly recent 
vears. In some respects the North Caro- 
lina study will be a self-study but with 
the added safeguard of bringing in out- 
side Christian educators who will eval- 
uate the report and will make recommen- 
dations. 


In the long run, the chief value of any 
such study depends upon the courage of 
those for whom the report is made. In 
this case it will depend upon the willing- 
ness of the Synod of North Carolina to 
respond to the challenge and to measure 
up to the opportunities which the report 
reveals. Since North Carolina is not only 
our largest synod but also one of our most 
progressive, leading the way in our church 
in many important endeavors, we can he 
hopeful that it will not only hear but 
will also heed the words of counsel of 
competent advisors. 


The Church Is the Same 


It is to be regretted that so many peo- 
ple have an inadequate conception of the 
church of Jesus Christ. One brother of 
whom we recently heard, however, has 
an idea which we could wish might be 
given universal dissemination. Although 
the story has a denominational back- 
ground, we wish to tell it here with its 
wider implications. 

A preacher was going to a smaller 
congregation than he had served before 
and one of his well-meaning friends 
thought he would say a kind word of 
sympathy because of this “step-down” in 
rank. He spoke his word only to have 
the preacher reply: 

“T’ll have you know, the church of 
Jesus Christ is the same size every- 
where!” 

Think it over. When you understand 
that truth, there is no such thing as a 
small church. There is no such thing as 
churches—there is the church and it is the 
same universally. Let a minister in a 
time of self-pity think about it and lift 
up his soul. If he feels isolated and 
apart, let him know that the fellowship 
and service of the church unite him with 
an innumerable company of all mankind 
in all ages. 


But more than the minister, the church 
member needs to know that the church 
is the same size everywhere. This is 
particularly true when young people are 


prepared for church membership or others 
stand before a congregation and repeat 
their vows. They need to be kept from 
joining the 16th Presbyterian Church and 
be led to know, for one thing, that they 
are joining the Presbyterian Church 
which is made up of a noble company 
around the world. More than this, they 
need to join, as they actually do, the 
church of Jesus Christ, and be delivered 
from the small, isolating, insulating idea 
that they have merely joined the 16th 
Presbyterian Church of their city. 

Such an idea also would abolish the 
often irrelevant and sometimes imperti- 
nent question, How big is your church? 
It should, if a person feels himself to be 
a member of the really big church of 
Christ. 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 





Hans Christian 
Andersen 


“Once upon a time there lived in Den- 
mark a great storyteller named Hans 
Christian Andersen. This is not the story 
of his life but a fairy tale about the great 
spinner of fairy tales.” 

Remembering this prologue, one need 
not be concerned about biographical ex- 
actitude, for the film (Sam Goldwyn Pro- 
duction; RKO Release) is frankly a 
“might have been” chronicle and a de- 
lightful one in Technicolor. The facts 
may have been arranged to accommodate 
a good screen play, but there is nothing left 
to chance or to careless research in the 
way it is produced. One enters into the 
“storybook” atmosphere with the listing 
of credits and the sprightly score of the 
background music, and from then on, one 
is charmed, along with the children who 
listent with delight to the stories told by 
the cobbler of Odense. 


As an artistic production, this leaves 
nothing to be desired. Settings are color- 
ful, casting is excellent. Danny Kaye is 
a winsome Hans, not given to unwanted 
exuberance; his singing of eight new 
songs composed by Frank Loesser is de- 
lightful. The ballerina in Jeanmaire 
who, to her dancing art, adds the Gallic 
verve of her acting. Farley Granger is 
her temperamental ballet-master hus- 
band; Peter, the apprentice, is played 
tenderly by a fine boy actor, Joey Walsh. 
Besides an accomplished corps de ballet, 
there are good supporting actors and an 
engaging group of children. 

Here is perfect entertainment for the 
family. Like the tales children never tire 
of hearing, this is a film that audiences 
will want to see again and again. 

FOR: Family. 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 
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THEOLOGY AND THE HYMNAL 


I will sing with the spirit and I will sing 
with the mind also.—I Cor. 14:15. 


T THE RISK of threshing over old 

straw, one may venture to offer a few 
remarks in the current discussion of 
hymns and hymnals; particularly along 
the line of the connection, if any, between 
theology and the hymnal. Three facts 
seem obvious. 

1. Hymns are seldom written by the- 
ologians of any persuasion, and very sel- 
dom by Calvinist theologians. When they 
do try it, as a rule, the results are poet- 
ically lamentable. The true poet and the 
true theologian are seldom found under 
the same skin. Good hymns may be 
written, and have been written, by min- 
isters, including a few Presbyterians. But 
the sort of person who can write a sing- 
able hymn is a person in whom emotion 
is strong, who takes up his pen in the 
mood of worship, not of analysis. 

The theologian is essentially one who 
thinks—a lecturer, an intellectual an- 
alyst. The religious poet is essentially 
one who feels—a worshipper. Of course, 
a poet may appreciate theology, and a 
good theologian will surely worship; but 
it is a question of the main drives of their 
temperaments. To look for strict theo- 
logical precision in hymns is to look for 
it in the wrong place. 

Even the Psalter would not fare so well 
under a theological microscope. Yet who 
would wish to cut out the 23rd Psalm be- 
cause it expresses no sense of sin? 

2. Furthermore, hymnals are always 
theologically hospitable. With our Chris- 
tian church split as it is, no one Chris- 
tian communion can furnish enough 
hymn-writers to make one first-class hym- 
nal. If you really want a good hymnal, 
whether you are a Presbyterian, Baptist 
or Seventh Day Adventist, you will just 
have to open your covers to hymns writ- 
ten by people who never darkened the 
doors of your church. (It is an interest- 
ing fact, by the way, that the Seventh Day 
Adventist hymnal’s section on the future 
life would be pretty slim if it were not 
for the contributions from the more “or- 
thodox” denominations. 

Hymnals are and have always been 
ecumenical. As a recent letter to these 
columns rightly said they should be, they 
are Biblical rather than formally theo- 
logical. Christian poets of all demon- 
inations have been fed at the springs of 
the Bible rather than of the catechisms, 
and therefore do not emphasize credal dif- 
ferences. It makes an interesting experi- 
ment to ask any ordinary group of in- 
telligent adult Christians to name the de- 
nominations of the writers of any dozen 
or twenty hymns taken at random. The 
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low score you will get from such a test 
shows that the theological angle of hymns 
is seldom definite enough to be identified. 

3. Nobody has to use all the hymns 
in the hymnal. If you are responsible 
for public worship and there are some 
hymns in your available book that you 
don’t like, just don’t use them. But re- 
member that hymn books have to be used 
by all kinds of congregations, many 
types of Christians. Innumerable factors 
affect people’s judgments about works of 
art, major and minor; and this holds for 
hymns too. 

4. What has been said is factual. What 
follows is a recommendation, or rather 
a seconding of several other people’s rec- 
ommendations. On the one hand, let us 
not be too particular about theological 
tests; but on the other hand, let us by 
all means take out, or keep out, of our 
hymnals whatever is theologically bad, 
outrageously bad, bad any way you look 
at It. 

For instance, most Protestant hymnals 
contain Faber’s ‘Faith of Our Fathers,” 
though most Protestants do not know 
that this was written by a Roman Cath- 
olic who had been converted to that faith 
from Protestantism. Protestants regard 
Romanist theology as bad; yet there is 
so much in common between us that we 
can and do sing Roman hymns without 
realizing it. In this particular hymn 
there are two examples of theology which 
is bad, but not bad enough (in this writ- 
er’s judgment) to take out. One is that 
the whole hymn is addressed not to God 
but to Faith—a typical Romanist slant. 
However, there are enough Protestants 
who feel the same way about it so that it 
is safe to say this hymn will stay in our 
hymnals for some time to come. The other 
is in those lines, “How sweet would their 
children’s fate If they, like them, should 
die for thee.” Here is the full-fledged 
Roman Catholic (and very ancient) 
yearning for martyrdom, part of the gen- 
eral theology of Merit (“‘work-righteous- 
ness”), something which Protestant the- 
ology absolutely repudiates. Still, how 
many singers of this hymn notice this 
theological blemish? [Incidentally, it is 


omitted in the U.S.A. Presbyterian hym- 
nal.] It is usually understood (if thought 
about at all) in a different way from the 
way Dr. Faber meant. There is no need 
to screen out a hymn which has done 
many Protestant souls good, just because 
it is theologically weak. 

However, in a Protestant hymnal we 
have never used, and never will use, any 
Roman Catholic hymn to the Virgin 
Mary. The near-deification of that good 
woman, the view that she is “co-redemp- 
trix” of the world—that is, that apart 
from her as apart from Christ there is no 
salvation—is so bad, so misleading, so 
clearly idolatrous, that we cannot adapt 
nor transmute it. (Choirs, alas, when 
thinking more of music than of words, 
have been known to sing Ave Maria, but 
we are talking about hymnals.) 


This is of course an extreme example, 
but it has to be an extreme one if every 
Protestant is going to agree with it. Al- 
ways there will be border-line cases about 
which opinions will differ. Some will 
say: Let us be hospitable, let us admit 
these border-line errors, for they do good 
in spite of themselves. Others will say: 
Let us avoid even the edge of evil, let 
us exclude every stanza that contains one 
dubious line. Hymnals are always com- 
promises, and therefore never fully suit 
anyone, not even the editors. Still, we 
can probably all agree in principle: that 
when the theology of a hymn clearly and 
flagrantly cuts across our actual Christian 
beliefs it has no place in our hymnals. 
If it is wrong to say what we believe to 
be false, it is more wrong still to put 
falsehood into its most memorable and 
alluring form; we have no business sing- 
ing it. 
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Texas Lay School 
Opens in September 
Texas News Letter 


The lay school designed to serve the 
Southwest is to open next September. The 
Synod of Texas has approved the plan 
and the adjoining Synods of Oklahoma, 
Arkansas and Louisiana think the idea 
may be a good one and have representa- 
tives cooperating in a study of possibili- 
ties. The school has been named the 
Southwestern Graduate School of Church 
Vocation. Studies are now going on 
seeking to find what other lay schools are 
offering, what ministers want to see put 
in the program, what Directors of Re- 
ligious Education want, and what re- 
quirements of faculty and endowment 
must be met. This paper has already 
reported purchase of the former home of 
the president of the University of Texas 
to serve as a dormitory. Work in six 
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fields is to be offered: lay missionary 
skills, student work, church music, teach- 
ers and supervisors for weekday church 
schools, directors of Christian education, 
and church business administrators. 


Two Week Campers’ Camp 
Is Held at Livingston 


Something different in the field of 
camping was held during two weeks in 
November when 32 adults came to Camp 
Cho-Yeh, near Livingston, to explore the 
possible use of outdoor camping in small 
groups for purposes of Christian educa- 
tion. Representatives were enrolled from 
the Synods of Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, 
North Carolina and the Methodists of 
Texas. Ed L. Schlingman, director of 
camps for the Evangelical and Reformed 
church, of Philadelphia, was in charge. 
Findings of the campers will be given to 
synod’s Christian Education committee 
for review. 


Rains—and no Rains— 
Make News in Texas 


After a summer of drought, Novem- 
ber’s and December’s rains have helped 
somewhat in meeting what many people 
have considered the Number 1 problem: 
lack of water. The recent dry spell is 
called by conservation men “the worst 
drought of all time in Texas.” Unless 
much more rain falls during the winter 
farmers and ranchers face a bleak out- 
look and the region’s income, affecting 
all phases of community life, will be seri- 
ously curtailed. A special committee ap- 
pointed by the Governor is recommending 
new legislation designed to meet some of 
the current and long range water prob- 
lems. 


Episcopalians Have Record 
Number for Confirmation 

Nearest thing to an all-out revival 
that many Episcopalians of the North 
Texas Diocese can remember was ob- 
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served in late November. In a mass cere- 
mony at Dallas’ Fair Park Auditorium, 
more than 500 candidates for confirmation 
were received—largest number on a single 
occasion in Episcopal history in this 
country. Samuel M. Shoemaker led a 
preaching mission during the week before 
the confirmation ceremony. 


Choice of Mrs. Hobby and 
Anderson Pleases Texans 


The choice of Oveta Culp Hobby, of 
Houston, and R. B. (Bob) Anderson, of 
Vernon, for high posts in President Eisen- 
hower’s official family is unmistakably 
welcome to citizens of this state. En- 
couraged by their strong showing in 
metropolitan areas in the November elec- 
tion, Texas Republicans plan to extend 
their activities and campaign vigorously 
for their nominees in local, county and 
state elections. They also note that Gov- 
ernon Shivers received more Republican 
than Democratic votes in both Dallas 
and Houston. 


Miscellany 


The choice of Methodist Bishop Wil- 
liam C. Martin of the Ft. Worth-Dallas 
area as president of the National Council 
of Churches stimulated a January 2 cele- 
bration honoring the bishop upon his 
choice . . . Director W. G. Pollard of 
the Oak Ridge (Tenn.) Institute of Nu- 
clear Studies told the Texas Academy of 
Science recently that history does not un- 
fold the drama of man, but the drama 
of God. Said he: “It is man’s unique 
function to glorify God. It is possible to 
present all fields of knowledge in such a 
way that all we are and all that we know 
fit together again into the Christian 
rather than the secular view of existence.” 
... Sears, Roebuck’s Gen. Robt. E. Wood 
recently gave Texans something new to 
brag about when he predicted to the Dal- 
las Petroleum Club that “within a cen- 
tury Texas will become the Empire 
State,” outstripping New York and Cali- 
fornia as the center of business and fi- 
nance in this country. . . New churches 
are popping out all over Texas: West- 
minster in Waco, Grace in Victoria, 
Westminster in Midland, Pilgrim and 
Boldtville Community in San Antonio, 
St. Luke’s in Houston, St. Andrew’s in 
Big Spring, and Casa View in Dallas. 
Dallas’ Westminster successfully con- 
cluded a $350,000 building fund cam- 
paign and Grace church, San Antonio, 
plans a $75,000 educational plant en- 
largement. 

Rost. P. Douc3ass. 
Dallas. 
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CHRISTIAN 


HE WORK of the Agricultural Col- 
ony continues to be in the spotlight 

as the fastest growing and most promising 
field of endeavor of the West Brazil Mis- 
sion. It is to this Mission that is com- 
mitted the winning of the multitude of 
modern pioneers, constantly moving to 
the great interior. These courageous Bra- 
zilians are pushing back the vast frontier 
of Brazil and building a new civilization 
wherein the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
finding large acceptance. Spurred on by 
practically free land being divided by 
the Federal and State governments to all 
who will promise to live thereon, these 
settlers have already proved to be the 
seed-bed from which are springing up 
strong, virile Presbyterian congregations. 
In this colony area, about the size of 

a county in the United States, are found 
more than 20,000 persons. Eight years 
ago this section was virgin, semi-tropical 
forest. Now there is one of the fastest- 
growing and most promising groups of 
Presbyterians in the Mission. The lay 
evangelist, Sr. Waldemar Rose, with his 
capable wife, Maria Litoldo (trained 
nurse and Bible School graduate), are 
carrying on an excellent piece of evan- 


FRONTIERS 


gelistic work, under the guidance of one 
of the newer missionary couples. This 
year saw 53 professions of faith in this 
area, many the fruit of Sr. Rose’s plant- 
ing, others the result of the work of 
Anna Correia, a teacher-evangelist. There 
is no other place in the Mission where 
an effort to win the lost to Christ brings 
greater response. A compact area with 
13 separate Sunday schools going every 
Sunday, it claims a total of 376 profess- 
ing believers and close to 800 matricu- 
lated pupils in Sunday schools. 

In Ceres, center of the colony, a spa- 
cious auditorium was built with the help 
of an interest-free loan from Mission. It 
is simply and economically built, serving 
as main meeting hall until such a time 
as a more beautiful building may be erect- 
ed on the front of the lot. The Women 
of the Church contributed enough money 
to build a small four-room building at the 
side of the large structure which is used 
for the children’s classes of the Sunday 
school. The people of the colony were 
led in this endeavor by Sr. Rose who also 
gave many hours to the actual construc- 
tion. Besides this, three rural chapels 
were built by the people outside of Ceres, 


Advertisement 





all three constructions having been locally 
financed. 

Around the colony and beyond there 
are new opportunities, new pleas for 
visits from the missionary, for a resident 
pastor or lay-evangelist, for new schools 
and churches. . . . The doors are open. 
The man from Macedonia has called. 

PAuL CoBLENTZ. 
Uruana, Brazil 
* * * 


To live in an African city in the 20th 
century and to be a part of the changes 
that rapid industrialization and commer- 
cialization of the Congo are bringing to 
the thought-patterns and tribal and fam- 
ily loyalties of our Congo women is a 
challenging, although heart-breaking ex- 
perience. Many of the women succumb to 
the pressures without and the tensions 
within. Marriages are broken and chil- 
dren torn from their mothers to go to 
their fathers’ families, which is the cus- 
tom in African society, regardless of the 
character of the fathers and their fam- 
ilies. 

Weep with us over a fine young wom- 
an, the mother of two little boys, whose 
husband has taken a prostitute wife and 
who has no conscience over his sin but 
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condemns his Christian wife because she 
left their home when her husband and the 
prostitute wife beat her. Break your heart 
over the sadness in the eyes of a lovely 
mother of twelve children, her husband 
a retired pastor, because one of her stal- 
wart sons has turned his back on his 
Savior and committed adultery. Walk 
with us on the city streets at dusk and see 
the crowds gathered in the cabarets and 
dance parlors, drinking the foreigner’s 
liquor, and meet the brazen stares of 
prostitute women coming and going, 
seeking excitement. 

Rejoice with us over the sweet faith 
of our Nzeba Eyeba through the years of 
her husband’s illness; and the fine, lovely 
face of our Muadi Louise of the strong 
Christian character who has just passed 
through the experience of near-rejection 
by her husband over a trivial matter. 
Strengthen your faith as you see Tshi- 
landa Rebecca, product of a girl’s stu- 
dent home, maintain her faith from her 
hospital bed when a nun, in charge in 
this state hospital, insisted that the priest 
be allowed to baptize her new-born baby. 
Take heart as you work with Ntumba 
Esther, the president of the Women of 
the Church in the City, in her efficiency 
and fine leadership ability and dedica- 
tion, and be inspired by hers and many 
others’ presentation of the gospel. 

What powerful counter-forces are at 
work in an African City, but, thank 
God, he will win. 


Mary B. Crawrorp, Luluabourg, Africa 
Crperience ov 
l ? 
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Often men and women name 
an inexperienced individual to 


be executor of their wills, and 
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of Virginia as the experi- 
enced executor, guardian and 
trustee for 60 years. We cor- 
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No. 26 in a series on congregational singing 


150 Basic Hymns (Concluded) 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


XIV. 20th Century British Hymnody. 


British hymns, written during the past 
50 years, have in the main the same em- 
phases as 20th Century American hym- 
nody. Outstanding hymns by recent 
British writers like Housman, Struther, 
and Dearmer have not yet had time to 
reach the forefront of popular American 
lists. 


(9) 
123. In Christ there is no East nor West. 
Oxenham. 1908. 234 
(S) 
124. I bind my heart this tide. Watt. 
169 
125. Now in the days of youth. Mathams. 
1913. 308 


XV. 19th Century American Hymnody. 
The first full century of this new na- 
tion’s life witnessed the pioneer expan- 
sion to the West, the frightful civil strug- 
gle, and the growth of our industrial 


might. From the church of this young 
country came the following hymns: 
(10) 

126. Away in a manger. Anon. c.1884. 
76 

127. It came upon the midnight clear. 
Sears. 1850. 

128. My faith looks up to thee. Palmer. 
1830. 211 

129. O little town of Bethlehem. Brooks. 
1868. 64 

(9) 

130. City of God, how broad and fair. 
Johnson. 1860. 229 

131. Dear Lord and Father of mankind. 
Whittier. 1872. 202 

132. I love thy kingdom, Lord. Dwight. 
1800. 233 

133. O brother man, fold to thy heart. 
Whittier. 1848. 254 

134. O Zion, haste, thy mission high. 
Thomson. 1868. 257 





(10) indicates that the hymns listed ap- 
pear in all ten standard hymnals examined; 
(9) indicates that they appear in nine of 
the ten; (S) marks those chosen by Dr. 
Sydnor. Numbers listed after the hymn 
show those appearing in the Hymnal for 
Christian Worship, edited by Dr. Sydnor. 
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135. Once to every man and nation. 
Lowell. 1845. 249 

136. Stand up, stand up for Jesus. Duf- 
field. 1858. 188 


(S) 
137. Now on land and sea descending. 
Longfellow. 1859. 27 
138. O beautiful for 
Bates. 1893. 270 
139. O Master, let me walk with thee. 
Gladden. 1879. 245 
XVI. 19th Century Gospel Songs. 
Mainly through the influence of the 
Moody-Sankey revival campaigns, the 
last third of the century produced the 
gospel songs which achieved great pop- 
ularity in some denominations and in cer- 
tain sections of the country. 
(S) 
140. He leadeth me. Gilmore. 1862. 53 
141. I need thee every hour. Hawks. 
1871. 170 


142. I love to tell the story. Hankey. 
1866. 186 


143. What a friend we have in Jesus. 
Scriven. c.1855. 224 

XVII. 20th Century American Hym- 
nody. 

Interest in the Kingdom of God, the 
stirring of social conscience, concern for 
deeper worship, prayer for world friend- 
ship and peace—these are some em- 
phases found in contemporary American 
hymnody. 


spacious skies. 


(9) 
144. Rise up, O men of God. Merrill. 
1911. 252 
145. Where cross the crowded ways of 
life. North. 1903. 268 
(S) 
146. All beautiful the march of days. 
Wile. 1912. 56 
147. God of Grace and God of Glory. 
Fosdick. 1930 
148. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee. Van 
5 


Dyke. 1907. 

149. Take thou our minds, dear Lord. 
Foulkes. 1918. 311 

150. This is my Father’s world. Bab- 
cock. 1901. 60 


NEXT in the series—Why people 
do not sing hymns. 





Witness for the Defense 


If you have a CHECKING account, 
and should be wrongly accused of not 
paying a bill, your canceled check will 
prove your innocence — protect your 
cash—and safeguard your credit. Start 
a Checking Account at First and Mer- 
chants NOW. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


“Virginia’s Foremost Bank Since 1865” 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 











12 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





— & >” 


ee ee ee ee ee oe eo: EE oe 





+ Oo O&O & 





ee ee ee 





BIBLE STUDY 





The Divine Generosity 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 8, 1953 
Matthew 20. Print 20:1-16 


In Matthew 18-20 we have a number 
of lessons delivered by Jesus on the way 
to Jerusalem, most of them illustrating 
the way in which his disciples must deny 
themselves and take up the cross and fol- 
low him. Thus, in chapter 18, we have 
lessons on the least and greatest in the 
Kingdom of God; in chapter 19 lessons 
on divorce and forgiveness; in chapter 
20, the chapter with which we are now 
concerned, the parable of the laborers in 
the vineyard, and a lesson on true great- 
ness. The first emphasizes what one may 
hope to receive, the second what one is 
expected to give in Christ’s Kingdom; 
the first deals with the measure of our 
reward, the second with the measure of 
our service. 


I. The Measure of Our Reward 
20:1-16 


To understand the parable of the la- 
borers in the vineyard we need to recall 
the conversation which occasioned it. 
The rich young ruler had run to Jesus 
with his eager question, “Teacher, what 
good deed must I do to have eternal 
life?” Jesus, realizing that his money 
stood between him and the Kingdom, in- 
vited him to sell his property, give the 
proceeds to the poor, and then come and 
follow him. But the young man was un- 
willing to make the sacrifice. 

Peter, seeing the young man’s refusal, 
was reminded of his own sacrifice. “We 
have left everything,” he said, ‘and fol- 
lowed you. What then shall we have?” 
Jesus could not approve the bargaining 
spirit back of this question. He did not 
rebuke Peter openly, however, but told 
him that he and the others who had fol- 
lowed him in the days of his tribulation 
would have their reward, and then pro- 
ceeded to tell the story of the laborers in 
the vineyard. 

According to this story, the owner of 
the vineyard went into the labor mart 
early in the morning and hired a number 
of laborers for his vineyard, agreeing to 
pay what they demanded, a generous 
day’s wage. He returned to the ‘“employ- 
ment bureau” at nine o'clock and hired 
additional help. Since the day was part- 
ly gone and chances of employment were 
greatly diminished, these laborers did not 
insist on any contract, but agreed to ac- 
cept what the owner of the vineyard 
thought was a fair price. The vineyard 
keeper returned to the market place at 
noon, again at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, 
and once more at 5 o'clock, repeating 
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each time the same procedure. Some men 
were waiting for the chance of employ- 
ment even at the final hour. They jump- 
ed eagerly at the opportunity offered 
them, even though the time was short, and 
the recompense would naturally be very 
limited. 

When the day’s work was done the em- 
ployer paid off his laborers in reverse 
order, giving each laborer the same wage. 
Jesus did not seek to explain this un- 
usual procedure, but presumably it was 
because the big-hearted employer was 
concerned with the laborers’ needs. A 
man working for only an hour, or even 
for a quarter or a half of a day, would 
not earn enough to feed his family. The 
laborers first employed received the wages 
they had bargained for—a fair day’s sal- 
ary—but they complained bitterly because 
they had not received more than those 
who were hired last. The master of the 
vineyard rebuked them. ‘Take what be- 
longs to you,” he said, “and go. I choose 
to give to this last as I give to you. Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or do you be- 
grudge my generosity ?” 

Jesus ended the story with a single 
comment, “‘So the last will be first and 
the first last.” The phrase “for many 
are called, but few chosen,” is not in the 
best manuscripts and is omitted in the 
RSV. 

To understand the parable we should 
note that the first group of laborers bar- 
gained with the householder: the others 
left the matter of their pay to the gener- 
osity of their employer. These latter 
employees accepted the first work offered 
them. They were idle because no man 
had hired them. The owner of the vine- 
yard claimed the right to do as he willed 
with his own, not in the miserable sense 
in which some employers have subse- 
quently used the words (to excuse their 
niggardliness), but in the sense that he 
refused to have his generosity limited. We 
should note, finally, that Jesus tells the 
story not as a lesson in economics, but to 
drive home certain great spiritual truths 
concerning the Kingdom of God. 

What are these truths? The early 
church thought it meant that later dis- 
ciples would receive a reward equally as 
great as that given to the earliest dis- 
ciples. And no doubt that is one of the 
truths involved. The fact that some have 
come to know Christ earlier in time and 
earlier in life than others does not mean 
that they shall receive a greater reward. 


A. J. Grieve thinks Jesus meant to teach 
that eternal life is the result not of work 
but of grace. Or, as Loisy puts it, eter- 
nal life is not a reward ‘‘proportioned to 
the time a man has passed in the practice 
of religious rites, or to the quantity of 
works of piety he has performed.” ‘The 
twelve, who had worked from the be- 
ginning, were asking about differences in 
rewards,” the 20th Century Quarterly 
points out. ‘Jesus is teaching them about 
equality in awards. Simply stated, he 
said: ‘Start working whenever the call 
comes and be assured of God’s generous 
loving-kindness.’ ” 

As another writer in this stimulating 
lesson quarterly points out: 


“We naturally approach the personal 
relationships between God and man from 
the background of our own experience, 
that is, in terms of human relationships. 
Just as the servants in the parable who 
had been working all day were incensed 
that the one-hour workers received the 
same pay they did, so would we. We must 
simply understand that relationships in 
the Kingdom are on a different plane. 
Their basis is not a contract but a holy 
friendship. Do we make a wage scale for 
the love we give to husband or wife or 
family? Neither does God in his dealings 
with us. The relationship may grow 
deeper, but all the love is there from the 
very beginning. If we come early we en- 
joy the relation longer. But the later 
comer enters as completely as we, when 
he comes.” 


Something like this is the real point 
of the parable. Jesus is not laying down 
rules for the industrial life. Neverthe- 
less, as Dr. Buttrick remarks, 


“We cannot read it, even casually, with- 
out seeing the fingers of Jesus probing 
beneath the surface of the vast realm of 
‘business.’ Is a man out of work because 
he will not work? Jesus has no saving 
grace for such a man except the saving 
grace of adversity. Is a man out of work 
because of callousness of a society which 
will not seriously grapple with the curse 
of unemployment? That tragedy smites 
Jesus to the core. He could never have 
told the story if he had not been moved 
with pity as he saw men idle in the 
market place. What would Jesus say were 
he here in the flesh to the corporation 
which dismisses men without direct 
necessity; or a labor union which ‘strikes’ 
on a negligible pretext; or to business 
brains too absorbed with profits to ad- 
dress themselves to the poor man’s prob- 
lem of insecurity of occupation? This is 
not an economic tract; but it is a demand 
that industry shall exist for man, and not 
man for industry.” (The Parables of 
Jesus) 

Or, as D. R. Mackintosh comments: 

“The Kingdom of Heaven is said to be 
like a state of affairs in which everybody 
looking for work is eventually given 
work, and all are paid what is presum- 
ably a living wage, having been agreed 
to by the laborers first hired .... Why 
not take the introductory words serious- 
ly? The Kingdom of Heaven is like that. 
Obviously. That is the bare minimum of 
what is to be expected when enough men 
are brotherly enough to see it.’ (Social 
Religion) 


II, The Measure of Our Service, 
20:17-34 


This incident, as the former, must be 
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studied against its background. In 16:21 
we read, “From that time [that is, the 
time when Peter and the Twelve first 
clearly recognized that he was the 
Son of God], Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must . . . suffer... and 
be killed.” It seems strange to us that 
the disciples could not understand his 
meaning. But the idea of a suffering 
Messiah was so foreign to their concep- 
tions that they could not take it in. As 
Jesus continued to speak of the experi- 
ence that awaited him in Jerusalem, they 
came to realize that the crisis of the King- 
dom was at hand, but thought evidently 
that a short period of trial would be fol- 
lowed by a glorious triumph. 

On one such occasion James and John, 
who cherished a selfish ambition to out- 
rank their fellow-apostles, came to Jesus 
and asked through their mother for the 
chief places in the coming Kingdom. 
Probably they feared Peter as their chief 
rival and were trying to steal a march on 
this strong assertive character. It would 
be interesting to know whether the mother 
of James and John encouraged them to 
make the request (some mothers—and 
wives—give their sons and daughters— 
and husbands—no peace unless they make 
full use of both push and pull to get ahead 
materially) or whether James and John 
put their mother forward as their spokes- 
man. At any rate, James and John were 
willing for the request to be made, and the 
indignation of the other disciples when 
they heard of it indicates that they, too, 
were eager for the places of honor. 

Jesus’ answer makes it unmistakably 
clear that in his Kingdom and fellowship 
there can be no special privilege and no 
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“pull.” He himself cannot say who will 
sit on his right hand or his left. “It 
is for those for whom it has been prepared 
by my Father,” that is, for those who 
fulfill the conditions ordained by our 
Father God. 

Two of the qualifications for the high 
places in the Kingdom, Jesus proceeds to 
set forth. The first is a willingness to 
drink of his cup (the reference to his 
baptism is not found in the best Greek 
manuscripts and is omitted therefore in 
the Revised Standard Version). Both 
cup and baptism, as found in the KJV 
are figurative expressions for the painful 
experiences of toil and sorrow and hu- 
miliation through which Jesus foresaw 
that he must pass. The disciples, not 
realizing what it meant, replied, “We 
are able.” Jesus told them that they 
would indeed be called upon to suffer for 
him. But there is a second qualification 
for high rank in the Kingdom of God. 
And that is a willingness to serve. 

As Theodore H. Robinson points out: 

“In the East the ‘great’ person—the 
‘burra Sahib’—is marked by the fact that 
he gives orders to all and obeys none, and 
by the service that all are bound to render 
him. His status is judged by the number 
of people who serve him, and if he be 
really great he will never expect to do 
anything for himself. Not only does he 
control his business or his estate with 
orders, but he is surrounded by personal 
attendants who dress him, feed him, carry 
him, ministering to all his direct needs. 
He who has to serve another is necessari- 
ly an inferior and stands in the secial 
scale far lower than those who execute 
more general commands.” (The Gospel of 
Matthew, Doubleday, Doran and Co.) 

“Not so shall it be among you,” said 
Jesus, “but whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must 
be your slave.” 

Most of us do not realize what a rev- 
olutionary concept it is that Jesus here 
puts forth. We are living in a competi- 
tive civilization, with the profit motive 
the driving force of a society which pays 
its rewards to the strong and the success- 
ful. Such a system involves the exploita- 
tion as well as the suffering of the weak. 
Jesus says the ideal society will be based 
on the service motive. If this truth were 
taken seriously by his professed follow- 
ers, our civilization would be transformed 
to the very core. 
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W. Russell Bowie, some years back, 
called attention to the testimony of 
Charles E. Mitchell, former chairman of 
the National City Bank, in a suit for 
$70,000,000 against the bank directors for 
losses to stockholders for alleged mis- 
management. “Was it necessary to pay 
you more than a million dollars to sus- 
tain the morale of the bank?” Mr. 
Mitchell was asked. He replied, “Unless 
the man of energy and perhaps ability 
can see within his own organization a 
point that has great material benefit at- 
tached to it, that he can reach by his own 
efforts, his ambition becomes dulled.” 


Said Dr. Bowie: 


“Mark the meaning of that. In effect, 
these words say that greed for huge money 
gain is the only stimulus in American 
business which will keep a man’s ambi- 
tion alive. Nothing here about the pos- 
sible motive of public service. Nothing 
here about the honorable contentment of 
a moderate salary, plus the satisfaction 
of doing useful work well. Remembering 
individuals who have taken their busi- 
ness opportunities as trusteeships, and 
have preferred to incur heavy personal 
losses to protect their employees and their 
clients, I am unwilling to accept that 
statement of the ex-chairman of the Na- 
tional City Bank at its face value. But 
so far as it is true, then American busi- 
ness had better undergo a conversion and 
learn what the motive of public service 
means.” 


What difference do you think it would 
make if bankers, lawyers, merchants, 
labor leaders, industrial leaders, politi- 
cians and others would really put the 
service motive first, and not simply pay 
lip service to it as a means of further 
gain? 

What is the motive and the measure of 
our service? “Even as the Son of man 
came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
To give his life meant not simply to lay 
it down, but to devote it to the service of 
mankind, including, if need be, and as he 
foresaw would in his case be needful, its 
surrender in death. His life, sealed by 
his death, would, he saw, tend to rescue 
or save humanity from the great danger 
with which it was faced. 

“Christians have had naturally and 
rightly so exalted an idea of the unique- 
ness of the sacrifice of Christ in his death 
that they have tended to see him on the 
cross in lonely isolation. But, as a famous 
New Testament scholar once declared, 
there is not a reference to the cross in the 
Gospel which does not hold it up for the 
disciples no less than for the Master.” So 
here. “Jesus speaks of how he came to 
give his life a ransom for many. But he 
speaks of it as illustrating a general ideal 
for all the children of God. ‘Even as’ he 
says. We are to sacrifice, to serve, to give 
the life, even as he did. That is our ideal, 
high, stern, impossible, save for the grace 
of God. God give us grace to make it 
truly our ideal.’ (Merrill: The Way; the 
Macmillian Co.) 
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tional Council of Churches. Scripture quo- 
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BOOK NOTES 


HOW TO TALK WITH PEOPLE. By 
Irving J. Lee. Harper and Bros., New 
York. 176 pp., $2.50. 

Here is a book which should be read 
by every leader whose work requires him 
to “talk with people.” It should be help- 
ful especially to ministers and laymen in 
their function as presbyters and as they 
serve on committees and Boards of the 
church, Laymen will find it helpful in 
their own business discussions. Political 
leaders should find it illuminating as they 
work at government from the local level 
to the United Nations. 

Irving J. Lee has approached the prob- 
lems of group discussion with an attempt- 
ed analysis and some tentative sugges- 
tions as to their solution. He discusses 
misunderstandings which arise over 
words, items or assumptions; he points 
to the tendency of some groups to “solu- 
tion-mindedness” instead of “ problem- 
mindedness”; he deals with the tendency 
of some individuals to be suspicious of 
all forms of compromise; he finds some 
problems arising from a cleavage between 
the “innocent” and the “experienced” 
members of a group; and he shows how 
a word may become a “stigma” and bring 
fruitful discussion to an end. 
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Lee’s discussion of the place of the 
leader of a group will remind Presby- 
terians of the role of the “Moderator” in 
our church courts, but his most fruitful 
suggestion is that some member of the 
group other than the leader be taught to 
serve as “Reminder.” This person should 
observe the discussion’s progress from a 
neutral point of view and at a critical mo- 
ment enter it with a pertinent but “dead- 
pan” question. 

James H. GalrLey, JR. 
Spring Hill, Ala. 


ADORATION. By Virginia Ely. Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 174 
pp-, $2.00. 

Almost fifty brief meditations are given 
in this book, each having a Scripture 
verse or passage as a starting point. They 
are designed as devotional studies for per- 
sonal and group worship. As such they 
are well above the average in effective- 
ness, and will not only be helpful to in- 
dividuals but will afford valuable aid for 
devotional leaders of youth and adult 
groups. 

J. Matcotm Murcuison 
Concord, N. C. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Interpreters Bible—Volume 10 (Co- 
rinthians, Galatians, Ephesians). Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, Nashville. $8.75. 

Sermons on the Parables of Jesus. 
Charles M. Crowe. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
Nashville. $2.50. 

The Enigma of the Hereafter. Paul 
Siwek. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.00. 

Fight the Good Fight. Robert Menzies. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville. $2.00. 

Tell Me. Ellen Wales Walpole. Barnes 
& Noble, Inc., 105 Fifth Ave., N. Y. $1.25, 
paper. 

Spiritual Riches of John Bunyan. Edited 
by Thomas S. Kepler. World Publishing 
Co., Cleveland, Ohio. $1.50. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

E. Lamar Wainwright from Statesboro, 
Ga., to Folkston, Ga. 

D. L. Beard from Mt. Solon, Va., to 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 

Harold McQ. Shields, Knox church, 
Norfolk, Va., has accepted a call to the 
Griffin, Ga., church effective Feb. 15. 

John Haley, who has recently completed 
a term of graduate study at the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, Scotland, has ac- 
cepted a call to the Vidalia, Ga., church. 

Hugh E. Powel’s address in Clearwater, 
Fla., is 602 Phoenix Avenue. 

J. Maleolm Murchison’s address in 
Concord, N. C., is 150 N. Union St. 

Jas. T. Veneklasen, formerly of the 
South church, Kansas City, is now as- 
sistant pastor of the Linwood (USA) 
church, also of Kansas City: 1801 Lin- 
wood Blvd. 








G. Hunter Norwood, Jr., missionary to 
South America, is now at Contamana, Rio 
Ucagali, Peru, S. A. 

Carl B. Craig from Jacksonville, N. C., 
to 1816 Madison Ave., Greensboro, N. C., 
the Meadowside church. 


J. Graham Spurrier from Athens, Tenn., 
to Newport, Tenn. 

Robert L. Bullard from Charleston, 
Ark., to First church, Kingsville, Texas. 

David F. Murphy, of the Westminster 
church, San Antonio, Texas, began his 
new work as pastor of the McLemore 
Avenue church, Memphis, Tenn., Jan 20. 
Church: 407 E. McLemore; Home: 1916 
Kendale Ave. 

William F. Summers, executive secre- 
tary of Birmingham Presbytery, will be- 
come pastor at Clarksville, Tenn., Feb. 1. 

J. S. Garner, who has been assistant 
pastor of the First church, Orlando, Fla., 
has begun his new work as pastor of St. 
Andrew’s church, Charlotte, N. C., 1704 
W. Trade St. 


REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

Leon R. Anderson, of the Amay James 
church, Charlotte, N. C., will become re- 
gional director of Christian Education for 
Snedecor (the Negro) region Feb. 1. He 
will continue to make his home in Char- 
lotte for the present but eventually ex- 
to establish headquarters in At- 
He succeeds L. W. Bottoms whose 
full time is now given to the Board of 
Church Extension. 
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Oklahoma City, and moderator of the 
synod, has been named president of the 
Oklahoma City Council of Churches for 
1953. 

Glen Stephens, pastor of the South 
Frankfort, Ky., church, is the new presi- 
dent of the Kentucky Council of Churches. 
DEATH 

L. T. Wilds, 67, who had been pastor of 
the Hendersonville, N. C., church for 
nearly 30 years, died suddenly Jan. 11 of 
a heart attack. He and Mrs. Wilds were 
near Haines City, Fla., on their way home. 
Dr. Wilds had retired from his pastorate 
with the effective date set as next April 1. 

Branson L. Wood, 65, pastor of the 
Stoney Creek church near Burlington, N. 
C., died in a Burlington hospital Jan. 17. 
Before going to North Carolina last year 
Mr. Wood was pastor at Iron Gate, Va. 
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